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We are glad to present to our readers a new academic journal issued by the Department 
of  Social Security, University of  Warsaw, entitled Social Security. Theory. Law. PracticeSocial Security. Theory. Law. Practice, which 
will cover in its scope the theoretical, legal and practical aspects of  social security. The birth 
of  this journal is marked by the engagement and initiative on the part of  both the students, 
graduates and Ph.D. students interested in social security and the social security scholars postula-
ting that there is high time for a renaissance in the complex approach to social security in its 
different aspects and dimensions. It is important to underline that this Journal is mostly the 
result of  academic activity and research undertaken by young persons who were supported by 
experienced scholars and experts in the fi eld as it aims to offer a platform for young promising 
scholars enabling them to gain a higher level of  academic performance and to present the 
results of  their studies at the early stage of  their academic engagement in the fi eld of  social 
security. As such, the said initiative follows the projects at the University of  Warsaw that are 
similarly organized and offers a new title in the fi eld of  academic research on social security 
legislation, theory and practice. 

The core of  the problematic of  social security is that, in the developed economies, especially 
in the aging society and in the time of  economic crisis, it greatly infl uences the lives of  all people, 
from cradle to the grave. It also regulates the legal and social situation of  the survivors after 
the death of  breadwinner. Social security constitutes therefore the most crucial element of  social 
policy. 

The academic part of  this Journal follows the steps and decisions, both legal and outside 
legislative process, in the area of  social policy in Poland and Europe, with an emphasis on the 
developments in the retirement age policy in Poland and other EU Member States. The problems 
discussed are of  vital importance for the society and should be examined, as we believe, not only 
in their national dimension, but also from the European and global perspective. This is confi rmed 
by the rising interest in social security in public debates and political campaigns in Poland and 
Europe. 

The Board of  Editors assumed that the Journal should refl ect the academic focus on the 
following major goals: 

– rising awareness and improving knowledge on social security schemes among different 
target groups;

– undertaking legal, social and economic analytical studies on different aspects of  social 
security;

– exchanging information on current developments in the area of  social security at the 
national and international level. 
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The fi rst issue of  the Journal focuses on old-age pension schemes in their legal, social and 
economic environments. 

The Studies and ProblemsStudies and Problems section includes here some important theoretical and legal problems 
in the fi eld of  social security in general, and old-age pensions in particular, raised by prominent 
European experts and scholars as well as students and graduates. The papers included address 
both the current situation in Poland and the broader European perspective. 

Since the aim of  this Journal is also to update readers on the current international develop-
ments, the International Affairs section focusesInternational Affairs section focuses on the issues that are currently addressed by the Euro-
pean Commission, International Labour Organization, Council of  Europe, etc. 

Legal studies demand that the evaluations and interpretations of  law made by Courts and 
Tribunals are presented and interpreted. Analyzing case-law is an important part of  this Journal 
and the Case-Law sectionCase-Law section focuses on the impact of  current jurisprudence on the social security 
schemes. 

To fulfi ll the task of  informing students and scholars, the New PublicationsNew Publications and ReviewsReviews sections 
informs on new titles (both books and articles in academic journals) in the fi eld, with a focus on 
foreign titles. From the point of  view of  dissemination of  knowledge and information, this 
section is an important element of  our project. 

The MiscellaneousThe Miscellaneous section will include various kinds of  information, mostly on the functioning of  
social security schemes. 

It appears to us that an important part of  this Journal that deserves attention is formed by the 
interviews with accomplished expertsinterviews with accomplished experts from the fi eld, both Polish and European ones. We wish to present 
their opinions on current policy issues as well as academic cooperation and research in 
the fi led of  social security. They will also be asked to propose how to better involve students, 
graduates and young researchers in the academic study on social security as such young scholars 
are the motor force behind this Journal. 

The Chronicle of  eventsChronicle of  events presents latest initiatives in the fi eld of  social security organized by the 
Department of  Social Security and Sciente Association of  Social Security and Social Insurence 
„Solidaritatis”.

The initiative to start a new title in the fi eld of  social security studies has been supported by 
numerous experts and acclaimed scholars all over Europe, who agreed to cooperate on different 
levels, also by contributing articles that will be published here in English. In this fi rst issue of  the 
Journal we include article by Professor Yves Jorens on long-term care – an issue much debated 
nowadays that surely will be addressed in the next volumes of  the Journal. Moreover, we have also 
insisted that all the articles published will be followed by summaries in English. 

The present Journal is open for cooperation with students, academic staff  and scholars in 
Poland and abroad. We aim at integrating the European community of  people interested in social 
security policies and schemes, their legal and social aspects. We invite commentaries, proposals 
and contributions in hope to develop and improve this academic Journal.


