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From the Editor-in-Chief

The Journal of the Civil Society Department of the Institute of Social Policy 
at the University of Warsaw is a new international scientific journal whose aim 
is to publish peer-reviewed articles on the theory, practice and policies related 
to the organizations and initiatives of civil society in Poland, former communist 
bloc nations and countries with a well-established system of democratic gover-
nance. The journal covers a wide range of issues in the field of civil society, such 
as definitional and theoretical issues, historical dimensions, legal frameworks, 
economic potential, non-profit and voluntary work, as well as civic education and 
the relationship of civil society to the nation, business and media.

The Journal of Civil Society presents studies on non-profit associations, coope-
ratives, social enterprises and informal grassroots initiatives from the perspective 
of many academic disciplines, including history, political science, sociology, phi-
losophy, ethics, economics, management, public policy, psychology and media.

This year’s first issue of the quarterly, “Civil Society. Theory. Practice. Policy”, 
continues the theme of social economy. The issue of the economic and social acti-
vities of civil society is gradually regaining its rightful place in academic reflection 
and research programs. However, there are still many gaps in Poland’s scientific 
knowledge on this topic, as well as a  lack of publications providing review and 
synthesis, which also take into account the multiplicity of generally diffuse sour-
ces of knowledge in this field. Meanwhile, this knowledge not only enriches and 
complements the achievements of other social sciences in their study of society, 
but today it can also inspire the scientific community and decision-making bodies 
to include the cooperative movement and other civil society entities in the deve-
lopment process, especially in strengthening the economic, social and cultural 
functions of small towns and rural areas.

The section on Theories and Research presents an article on Poland’s history 
of economic and social self-organization from the beginnings of the Polish state 
to the First World War. The article illustrates the achievements of Polish co-ope-
ratives in their efforts to improve the fate of society and its civilizational level.

This section also contains a  second article on the problems of civil society 
development in Poland after 1989 in the context of national public policies. The 
author presents four barriers, which are encountered by the Polish third sector 
in efforts to build more advanced and effective forms of influencing public life.

In the section on Policy, the reader will find the first of three interviews with 
leading Polish academic experts on issues of defining elements of social eco-
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nomy and the importance of cooperatives and social enterprises in the economic 
and socio-civilizational development in Poland after 1989. The discussions with 
Polish scholars enable terminological doubts to be dispelled and the term “social 
economy” to be accepted to identify institutions whose primary purpose is to 
generate and maintain jobs, not to maximize profit. The scholars interviewed also 
pointed to the formal, legal and financial limitations placed on the activities of 
these institutions, and indicated proposals for state policies in relation to social 
economy organizations in Poland. The interview was originally conducted as part 
of a  series in 2013 under the auspices of a project entitled Partnership for the 
institutionalization of the social economy of the Ministry of Labour and Social 
Policy, which was part of the Human Capital Operational Programme co-financed 
by the EU’s European Social Fund. The concept of the interviews was prepared 
in 2013 during the work of the Education Group, chaired by Prof. Ewa Leś, 
which was part of the Team on Systemic Solutions for the Social Economy of the 
Prime Minister of the Republic of Poland (2009–2013). Prior to publication in 
this journal, we requested the interviewee to update the resulting text. My sincere 
gratitude is extended to all the experts taking part in this research project. I also 
thank Mr. Krzysztof Więckiewicz, Director of the Public Benefit Department at 
the Ministry of Labour and Social Policy for his consent to publish the discus-
sions here. The texts were made possible by the generosity of our interlocutors 
and the competence of Mr. Arkadiusz Korycki1, who conducted the interviews 
and prepared them for printing. Agnieszka Pacut2 conducted the interview with 
Prof. Jerzy Hausner.  

The Miscellanea section presents the story of a Polish volunteer (who is curren-
tly a student of the Institute of Social Policy) about her stay in Uganda. This text 
is published with the intention of popularizing this form of social activity among 
students, especially in connection with the announcement by the Government 
Plenipotentiary for Civil Society on the promotion of long-term voluntarism and 
the establishment of a Polish Corps of Solidarity. The second text is about the 
activities of an association of physical culture, based on the example of a  fan 
club. We published this essay in recognition that the civic activity of groups for 
the promotion of physical culture and sports involving young people is important 
for shaping attitudes about social and civic activism, which so far has not received 
much attention in the scientific literature.

Ewa Leś
Institute of Social Policy of the University of Warsaw
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the Institute of Social Policy of the University of Warsaw and the Maria Grzegorzewska Pedagogi-
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Job coach, academic teacher, author of a number of publications on social policy. 

2 Agnieszka Pacut – Master’s degree in economics, graduate of the Cracow University of Economics 
and Collegium Civitas in Warsaw. She is an assistant in the Department of Public Economy and 
Administration at the Cracow University of Economics.


