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From the Editor-in-Chief

The Journal of the Civil Society Department of the Institute of Social Policy 
at the University of Warsaw is a new international scientific journal whose aim is 
to publish peer-reviewed articles on the theory, practice and policies related to 
the organizations and initiatives of civil society in Poland, former communist bloc 
nations and countries with a well-established system of democratic governance. 
The journal covers a wide range of issues in the field of civil society, such as 
definitional and theoretical problems, historical dimensions, legal frameworks, 
economic potential, non-profit and voluntary work, as well as civic education and 
the relationship of civil society to the nation, business and media.

The Journal of Civil Society presents studies on non-profit associations, coope-
ratives, social enterprises and informal grassroots initiatives from the perspective 
of many academic disciplines, including history, political science, sociology, phi-
losophy, ethics, economics, management, public policy, psychology and media 
studies.

The second issue of the 2015 volume of the quarterly “Civil Society. Theory. 
Practice. Policy” continues the analysis begun in the journal’s first issue on the 
Polish cooperative movement, which is an integral part of the history of civil 
society in Poland. The article reminds us of generally unknown facts in the most 
recent history of cooperative institutions and their contribution to the economic, 
social and political development of the country during three specific and different 
periods of our recent history – the interwar period, World War II and the German 
occupation, as well as the era of the Polish People’s Republic to the beginning of 
the transformation of the political system.

The Theory and Research section includes the first article on the development 
of civil society and its prospects in the countries of post-socialist Europe and 
post-Soviet Central Asia. This issue is rarely investigated either in the Polish or 
foreign scientific literature. The article indicates that indigenous forms of social 
self-organization and mutual assistance based on family solidarity and traditions of 
the clan / tribal system have returned and strengthened in the countries of Central 
Asia during the period of political transformation. The significance of western 
forms of civic organizations representing the interests and rights of citizens and in 
the redistribution of social assistance is low. There is a need, therefore, to develop 
theories and methodologies to investigate the primary forms of social capital in 
the states of the former Soviet Union, as well as to study the emerging citizen-
based associations inspired by the civic culture of the Western world.
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In the Policy section readers will find interviews with representatives of the 
Polish academic community. These discussions present social economy institu-
tions, especially social enterprises and cooperatives, as new mechanisms of social 
policy intervention as well as places where progressive solutions in employment 
and local social services are being developed through the use of innovative reso-
urces and capabilities. The experts interviewed also presented recommendations 
on state policies for social economy organizations in Poland. The interview was 
originally conducted as part of a series in 2013 under the auspices of a project 
entitled Partnership for the institutionalization of the social economy of the Ministry 
of Labour and Social Policy, which was part of the Human Capital Operational 
Programme co-financed by the EU’s European Social Fund. The concept of the 
interviews was prepared in 2013 during the work of the Education Group, cha-
ired by Prof. Ewa Leś, which was part of the Team on Systemic Solutions for the 
Social Economy of the Prime Minister of the Republic of Poland (2009–2013). 
Prior to publication in this journal, we requested the interviewee to update the 
resulting text. My sincere gratitude is extended to all the experts taking part in this 
research project. I also thank Mr. Krzysztof Więckiewicz, Director of the Public 
Benefit Department at the Ministry of Labour and Social Policy for his consent 
to publish the discussions here. The texts were made possible by the generosity of 
our interlocutors and the competence of Mr. Arkadiusz Korycki, who conducted 
the interviews and prepared them for printing.1

The Miscellanea section contains an account of the last, fifth edition of the 
Poland: A Great Project Congress, which took place in 2015, and focused on, 
among others, issues related to the social control of democratic processes. The 
initiator and main organizer of the Congress is the Sobieski Institute. Starting in 
2013, issues relating to civil society have been consistently present during succes-
sive editions of the Congress. Two panels were included in that first year: “The 
e-State of free citizens” and “How citizens can take control of politics”.  A year 
later, the Congress organized a forum of civil society organizations. This enabled 
their representatives to present the role of civil society in the animation of public 
life. Among the participating organizations were: the Institute of Citizens’ Affairs 
(INSPRO), the “I love Podlasie” Foundation, the Ordo Juris Institute for Legal 
Culture, the Civic Coalition for the Family and the KoLiber Association.

Ewa Leś
Institute of Social Policy of the University of Warsaw

1 Arkadiusz Mateusz Korycki, M.A. – social policy, sociologist, social worker. Graduate of the 
Institute of Social Policy of the University of Warsaw and the Maria Grzegorzewska Pedagogi-
cal University. Author and coordinator of projects activating disabled persons and older adults. 
Job coach, academic teacher, author of a number of publications on social policy. 


