
Introduction

In the year 1972, the Yellow River dried up for the first time in known history; 
the Soviet spacecraft Luna 20 came back to Earth with samples of lunar soil; 
during the 11th Winter Olympic games in Sapporo – held for the first time in Asia 
– a Polish ski jumper, Wojciech Fortuna, won Poland’s first Olympic gold medal 
in winter games; Pakistan and India signed the historic Simla Agreement, thus 
putting an end to the conflict begun by the Indo-Pakistani War of 1971; Apollo 17, 
after landing on the moon, returned to Earth, concluding the United States’ 
Apollo program, which accomplished landing the first humans on the moon; the 
constitution of the newly established state of Bangladesh came into effect…

Yearbooks, encyclopaedias, calendars and the like mention many more facts 
and unprecedented occurrences that took place in 1972 but it is unlikely that one 
would find among them an explanation as to why 1972 is so special in the history 
of Indian studies at the University of Warsaw. This may not seem surprising when 
one considers the birth of Tamil studies in Warsaw from the vantage point of the 
world stage. Nevertheless, it is also true that in order to know of something, one 
must either experience it firsthand or have access to relevant knowledge sources 
about it. This volume, which substantially is an outcome of a commemorative 
session organized by the Chair of South Asian Studies of the Faculty of Oriental 
Studies on 16th May 2013 to mark the fortieth anniversary of Tamil studies at the 
University of Warsaw, is a humble attempt to fill this lacuna, even if, alas, with 
no great hopes for global recognition of our centre’s anniversary…

Let me present Tamil in Warsaw not so much in accordance with the arrangement 
laid out in the table of contents but rather through the lens of an intellectual whole 
formed by its contributors and other persons who have been part of and built 
Tamil studies in Warsaw. Thus, with the essays by Jacek Woźniak, ‘Tamil Studies 
in Warsaw’ (pp. 11–14), and R. Sundaram, ‘My Poland: Some of My Evergreen 
Memories’ (pp. 17–19), the volume introduces us to the history of Tamil in Warsaw, 
both in a more factual as well as a more personal manner. From them we learn 
that 1972 was the year when Dr. R. Sundaram joined our university as a lecturer 
of Dravidian languages. Owing to this, in the academic year 1972/1973, Warsaw 
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Indology – for the first time in Poland – could offer regular courses in Tamil. 
Dr. Sundaram’s seven-year presence in Warsaw proved to be a solid foundation for 
an enduring development in the syllabi of Indian studies at our university. Thanks 
to the collaboration with the government of India (the Indian Council of Cultural 
Relations), the Tamil program was continued with the help of other professors 
who came to Warsaw from India: Dr. R. Parthasarathy, Dr. T.S. Natarajan, 
Dr. K. Subramoney, Dr. K. Nachimuthu, Dr. P. Doctor Nazeemdeen, Dr. S. Carlos, 
Dr. D. Murthy, Dr. A. Mariappan, Dr. G. Balasubramanian, Dr. A. Ramasamy 
and Dr. S. Arokianathan. Over the years, educating new groups of students, all 
these professors helped Tamil studies in Warsaw to consolidate and mature. I am 
extremely happy and grateful that to this day, the majority of them are sincerely 
interested in our doings and responded to the news of the anniversary celebrations, 
sending not only their congratulatory messages but also valuable contributions 
published in this volume: Indira Parthasarathy, ‘The Rāma Story as Embellished 
by Kampaṉ’ (pp. 31–36), A. Ramasamy, ‘The Puṟanāṉūṟu – Women Poets’ Voices 
Against War’ (pp. 37–53), G. Balasubramanian, ‘Teaching Spoken and Written 
Varieties of Tamil to Foreigners: Problems and Perspectives’ (pp. 108–117) and 
A. Mariappan, ‘(Hi)story of Kaṭṭappommaṉ: Politics of Colonial and Post-Colonial 
Readings’ (pp. 118–131). In the context of contributions by Indian teachers, 
one more paper should also be mentioned: ‘Wandering Naked: Śaiva Women 
Mystics in Search of Spiritual Empowerment’ (pp. 167–187) by Govindaswamy 
Rajagopal, who came to Poland in 2011 and for two years was a lecturer of Tamil 
at Jagiellonian University in Kraków. Just before leaving for India, he graced the 
anniversary session of May 2013 with his presence.

From among the graduates of our department, Polish teachers of Tamil could 
be recruited and carry on teaching as well as research duties. Among them of 
special importance have been Tadeusz Herrmann, the late Joanna Kusio and Jacek 
Woźniak. Hand-in-hand with Indian professors, they helped establish the Warsaw 
school of Tamil studies, the only centre in Poland offering courses at all levels of 
higher education (BA, MA, PhD) and, in fact, one of only a few such institutions 
outside India. Joanna Kusio’s own original research, retrieved after her death from 
her personal archive and prepared for publication by Jacek Woźniak, ‘MGR ulā: 
A Traditional Tamil Literary Genre Towards Modernity’ (pp. 132–140), as well as 
his paper ‘What the Mother Said in Tirumaṅkaiyāḻvār’s Periya tirumoḻi’ (pp. 79–88), 
serve as a small sample of the research cultivated at our department. Natalia 
Świdzińska, author of ‘Searching for Memories in Memorial Stones: Recollections 
of a Polish Researcher in Tamil Nadu’ (pp. 20–28), should be mentioned together 
with Joanna and Jacek as another graduate of the University of Warsaw active in the 
field of Tamil studies. Since the 1990s, she has been employed at Adam Mickiewicz 
University in Poznań but has always maintained close contact with her Alma Mater. 
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Another significant presence, marked not only during the anniversary session 
in May 2013 but also in this volume – in the form of the paper ‘Cilappatikāram: 
Some Observations on Its Heroine and on the Poem’s Structure’ (pp. 54–71) – is 
that of Prof. Alexander M. Dubyanskiy of Moscow State University. Professor 
Dubyanskiy, one of the most important figures in the field, participated in all 
procedures for doctoral degrees based on theses dealing with Tamil held at our 
university. There is no exaggeration in saying that it would be impossible to 
imagine Tamil in Warsaw without Professor Dubyanskiy’s expertise in the field of 
Dravidology so generously shared with us and without his extraordinary kindness 
in his contact with Warsaw over so many years.

The present volume also proves that scholars from Warsaw engaged in other 
subjects have ventured into the field of Dravidology and South India, yielding 
interesting pieces of scholarship, best exemplified by the papers ‘Kumārila’s 
Knowledge of Dravidian Languages’ by Monika Nowakowska (pp. 91–107) 
and ‘The Rāmāyaṇa in the Dark: Tōlpāvakūttŭ Theatre of Kerala’ by Bożena 
Śliwczyńska (pp. 143–154). 

In celebrating anniversaries, especially institutional ones, we usually not 
only look back, pondering upon the past, and dwell on the present. On such 
occasions, it seems even more important and logical to look ahead, considering 
the immediate and more distant future of our doings. The contents of this 
volume suggest that the Tamil academic space in Warsaw, after the retirement of 
Tadeusz Herrmann and the untimely death of Joanna Kusio, although still lacking 
a mature Tamil specialist, is slowly making up for these losses not only thanks 
to the more and more experienced Jacek Woźniak but also thanks to a group 
of young enthusiasts – our PhD students. Their papers, ‘The Image of Pēy in 
Kaliṅkattup paraṇi’ by Joanna Drożak-Chojnacka (pp. 72–78), ‘A Few Notes on 
Śakti Goddesses in Tamil Folklore’ by Karolina Łaszewska (pp. 187–198) and 
‘Great Tamils: The Tiruvārūr Trinity and the Beginning of a New Era in Carnatic 
Music’ by Natalia Żakowska (pp. 155–163), seem to be a good omen for the 
future of Tamil studies in Warsaw, and more generally, of Dravidology.

Some people jokingly say that the first forty years of childhood are always the 
hardest. Let us hope that the decade to follow will be much easier and even more 
productive, abounding in high quality work. Looking forward to it, I have already 
started the countdown for the Golden Jubilee of Tamil studies in Warsaw…
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