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Preface

In recent decades manuscripts, books and print cultures of the world became subject 
of intensive multidisciplinary studies in different research centres. It is true that the 
researches on different manuscript corpora has been carried out since long, however, 
one can speak now of emergence of a new discipline called ‘studies of manuscript and 
book cultures’ with a wide scope of interest, including all peoples and regions in which 
has developed writing and preserved written documents. Rapid advances in technology 
certainly aided to bring about a new impetus to many international and national projects, 
e.g. International Dunhuang Project or Nepal-German Manuscript Preservation/Cataloguing 
Project or National Mission for Manuscripts (India), to mention just a few. The role of the 
UNESCO programs for the protection of the world’s cultural and natural heritage, with 
its special project Memory of the World Register aiming at documenting and preservation 
of the documentary heritage of the world – the greatest treasures of human culture – 
should also be mentioned here. 

Digitalization and digital preservation of the written documents of human culture has 
become now a thriving enterprise which enables not only registration and cataloguing of 
the existing materials, but also their preservation, storage and data transmission. Thanks 
to the availabilty of scanned materials and advanced methods of data processing it is 
now possible to pursue very sophisticated research on the massive text corpora as well 
as on even the most minute pieces of texts. 

The 4th International Conference of Oriental Studies Manuscript and Book Cultures 
in Asia and Africa was organized by the Committee of Oriental Sciences of the Polish 
Academy of Sciences, in the cooperation with the Faculty of Oriental Studies, University of 
Warsaw. The Conference was held on 24–25 November 2014, at the University of Warsaw. 
The scholars from several academic centres from different countries – Belarus, Germany, 
Great Britain, Hungary, Iran, Russia, United States, and Poland – gathered together to 
present their papers dealing with various aspects of ancient, premodern and modern 
manuscript and book cultures in Asia and Africa. The full program of the conference is 
available at: http://www.kno.pan.pl/index.php/konferencje/2014. 
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Within the framework of the Conference there were also held two workshops – 
Textological Workshop and Oriental Manuscript Workshop – dealing with the Arabic, 
Iranian, Ethiopian, Indian, Tibeto-Mongolian, Sino-Japanes cultural regions and intended 
mostly for the students of Oriental studies. 

The present volume of the Rocznik Orientalistyczny, the oldest Polish journal 
of Oriental studies which celebrated its centenary in 2014/2015, offers the collection 
of papers as an aftermath of the Conference. We would like to thank all the authors 
and participants of the Conference for their contribution to a better understanding of 
the complex of issues related to the manuscript and book cultures of Asia and Africa. 
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